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generally was not), might be called the attitude of animism.
As modern metaphysicians insist, the only reality directly
and immediately known to us is our own conscious being.
The realization that the being of the non-living " things "
about us, of which we become conscious through sensation,
is in important respects unlike our own is a lesson that needs
to be learnt. How is a child or a savage to know that all the
world is not alive like him ?
Secondly, various other distinctions which it becomes
second nature to us to make, among our concepts concerning
the external world, are not natural to us and are not made
by savages, nor by young children among our own race.
Notably, no distinction is drawn between efficient cause and
any other kind of connection, even a mere superficial resem-
blance, between two things or events.
(Incidentally it may be noticed that the concept of
" things ", far from being a completely and perfectly satisfac-
tory refinement of thought, leads to hopeless flonnderings
as soon as one tries to think about it philosophically—that is,
systematically ; as has been emphasized by many philosophers
from Berkeley to Bradley. And the concept of Causation is in
no better case. However, both concepts have been and are
very useful as working instruments. Their importance to
us here is that both of them mark the drawing of important
and valid distinctions in man's thought about the external
world, which primitive man had not drawn, and which no
man had ever drawn systematically before the Greeks.)
It is inevitable therefore, that children have " an inherent
tendency to animistic and magical conceptions "^ which
lasts until, in our civilization, they pick up the serviceable
though unphilosophic concepts of Things and Causes,
from their elders. A child (like some peope who ought to
know better) will rebuke the stone over which he has tripped ;
or he offers the railway engine a bun, or thinks that the sun
follows him, or feels that there is a connection between his
1 J. W. C. Dougall, Characteristics of African Thought, p. 11 (International
Institute of African Languages and Cultures, Memorandum X) j a valuable
essay, to which the next few pages are deeply indebted.

